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   Cadmium and ECA’s role (1) 

Maximum levels of cadmium in foodstuffs 
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2004 2006 2008 2009 2010 

Assessment dietary 

exposure to As,Pb,Cd,Hg 

Proposal to include max levels 

for Cd in cocoa and chocolate 

EFSA opinion on Cd 

dietary intake adopted 

Launch Research Project: status of ao 

cadmium in the cocoa plant and its growing 

soils (CABI). 

First findings and 

recommendations of 

Research Project 

Collaboration ECA/CAOBISCO – information/consulting with industry and 

cocoa producing countries – collection of data – discussion next steps to 

obtain manageable limits while guaranteeing food safety 

JECFA 

concluded on 

different 

tolerable intake 
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Cadmium and ECA’s role (2) 

Maximum levels of cadmium in foodstuffs 
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Jan 2011 Dec 2011 

EFSA confirms weekly 

intake levels EU COMM consults ECA/CAOBISCO 

on EU REG 1881/2006 amendments 

Final Report Research Project 

Meeting with EU COMM 

Industry Position Paper 

Several meetings with Embassies of Latin American cocoa producing 

countries: awareness – impact – data sharing/collection 
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Cadmium and ECA’s role (3) 

Maximum levels of cadmium in foodstuffs 
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Jan 

2013 Nov 2013 May 2014 

Draft discussed and approved by MS Draft Proposal published 

Standing Committee Vote 

of the draft  

Reg 488/2014 published 

amending 1881/2006 

ECA: cocoa producing 

countries to check impact 

proposal 

Inclusion 5 yrs transition 

period – higher limits for 

high cocoa solid products 

ECA/CAOBISCO/FCC research project “Towards a strategy for the 

mitigation of cadmium in cocoa” (Trinidad & Tobago Research Centre) 

ECA involvement at Codex level to achieve acceptable and manageable 

limits at international level  


